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Waynesville High School will host 
Military Appreciation Night tonight 
at the home boys basketball game.  
All active duty service members and 
military retirees with military ID will be 
admitted to the games free of charge.  

In addition, students who earned a 
3 or better on their AP exams in math, 
science or English language arts will be 
recognized before the varsity game at 
about 6:30 p.m. The 50 students, along 
with 32 graduates from the class of 
2018, earned a total of $10,900. 

The funds were made available 
through a college and career readiness 
program from the National Math and 
Science Initiative (NMSI), thanks to a 
grant from the Department of Defense 
Educational Authority (DoDEA). 
Waynesville was the first school district 
in Missouri to implement this program 
and this is the fourth year for the checks 
to be presented to WHS students.

“In addition to showing our 
appreciation and gratitude for our 
military, we also want Soldiers to see 
the impact they are having on our 
students. It is because of the DoDEA 
grant in partnership with NMSI that our 
AP students are receiving $100 for each 
AP exam score of 3 or higher,” says 
WHS Principal Randy Luebbert. 

Both the freshman and JV games will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. The varsity game is 
projected to begin at 6:45 p.m. 

Fans are encouraged to wear red, 
white and blue. 
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On Feb. 5, East Elementary 
5th graders participated in 
an engineering problem-
based learning activity 
led by students from 
Project Lead the Way in 
Bill DeMalade’s aerospace 
and civil and architectural 
engineering classes at 
Waynesville High School. 
East students designed 
and built mechanisms to 
launch a cotton ball. After 
testing, they went back 
to the drawing board to 
redesign and perfect their 
launchers.



The Waynesville R-VI School District hosted its first bullying 
prevention session on Tuesday, Feb. 5, at Partridge Elementary. Hilary 
Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services and Joshua 
Alexander, a school resource officer, gave the presentation to the 
families present. 

Two more bullying prevention sessions will be offered from 5 to 6 
p.m. on the following dates at the following locations: 

• March 5    -    Freedom Elementary Library
• March 26  -    Waynesville High School  
All parents and their students in Pre-K through 12th grades are 

welcome to attend any one of the above sessions, regardless of the 
school their child attends. The same information will be delivered 
during each session.   

Bullying prevention is the first topic to be addressed in the district’s 
PRIDE program, which stands for positivity, respect, individualism, 
development and education.

District hosts 1st 
bullying prevention 
session at Partridge Elem.

Second graders and their teachers at 
Thayer Elementary hosted an Adjective 
Fashion Show to encourage students to 
practice adjectives and to help students 
remember that an adjective describes 
nouns.



The Waynesville High School Speech and Debate 
Team brought home another six trophies on Saturday, 
Feb. 2, from the Bolivar tournament. 

 Pictured from left, Darren McKenzie and Gracie 
O’Donnell took 4th in varsity public forum debate; 
Zoie Francisco, won 2nd place in original Ooratory 
and 4th place in radio; Mackenzie Luley in only her 
second competition argued her way to 3rd place in 
Lincoln-Douglas Debate; and Travan Richards took 
3rd place in radio.  

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, praised Thayer Elementary staff members 
during their Super Session on Feb. 1 for the following: 

-  creating and sustaining a positive culture and climate 
-  exceeding the 90-90 state attendance requirement with 93%
-  collaborating during PLC, including in-depth discussions 
   of instructional strategies, differentiated instruction, student 
  success plans and behavior interventions
-  challenging students to think critically with project-based 
   learning in each classroom
-  involving PIE partners, parents and community members  
-  giving descriptive feedback to students
-  coaching students to use the 7 Habits by Stephen Covey 
   and implementing LEAD groups

Friday, Feb. 15, 2019, will be a half day of school. 
Grades 6-12 will dismiss at noon and grades K-5 will dismiss at 1 p.m. for teacher in-

service. The district will observe Presidents Day on Monday, Feb. 18, 2019. The tentative 
last day of school for the 2018-19 school year for the Waynesville R-VI School District will 

be Thursday, May 23, providing no more inclement weather dats are used.
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The Waynesville High School girls swim team competed in Southwest Missouri on Feb. 
2. Relay Team A (Melanie McQueen, Louisa-Marie Veeck, Makaila Duncan and Sophia 
Shipley-Johnson) placed 14th in the 200 IM and 16th in the 200 Free. Makaila Duncan 
placed 9th in the 50 free and 13th in the 100 Free. Sophia Shipley-Johnson placed 12 in 
the 50 Free and 14 in the 100 Free. 

Combined the boys and girls high school swim team had six athletes on the A honor roll 
and 11 on the A/B honor roll for a total of 17 out of 23 swimmers making honor roll.  

This is the first year for swimming in the Waynesville R-VI School District. Swimmers 
use Davidson Fitness Center’s pool throughout a partnership with Fort Leonard Wood. 

This is the first year for girls wrestling in the State of Missouri and Waynesville High School had two District 3 Champions on 
Saturday, Feb. 2, 2019 – twins Justice Seely (left) and Jazzmine Seely (right) both took first place in their weight classes. The 
Waynesville High School Girls Wrestling Team took third overall in Districts.

Twins become 1st District Girls Champs

Girls swim team competes

Above and upper right, Melanie McQueen, Louisa-Marie Veeck, Makaila Duncan and 
Sophia Shipley-Johnson make up Relay Team A. Bottom, right: Cassidy Bowling 
took 3rd place in the JV 100 Fly.



The Waynesville High 
School VEX Robotics 
Team went to their first 
(ever) competition on 
Feb. 2 in St. Louis. They 
took two robots and 
ranked 31st and 34th out 
of 44 competitors. They 
did very well in this first 
competition and were 
among the top ranked 
scoring bots in their 
ranking categories.

The American Culinary Federation conducted a site visit of the Culinary Arts program 
at the Waynesville Career Center Feb. 5-7 as part of the program’s accreditation process. 
The program is under the direction of Jon Dye, culinary arts instructor. 

Culinary Arts provides students with basic food knowledge, management practices 
and hands-on experience to prepare them for careers in the hospitality industry. Students 
develop skills, competencies and experience to prepare them to be entry-level managers 
and skilled-level employees in the foodservice industry.  

In the photo, American Culinary Federation representatives, members of the 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, Waynesville R-VI administrators and 
Waynesville R-VI Foundation Board members were among those present for a reception 
on Wednesday, Feb. 6. 

Culinary Arts hosts site visit



Four Waynesville High School football players and one 
wrestler have signed as athletes to collegiate teams. Their names, 
sports and schools are as follows: 

Daniel Albrecht – wrestling – Briar Cliff University, Iowa
Timothy Brech – football – Missouri Western State University
Desmond Dawkings – football – University of Central 

Missouri
Aarron Emperato – football – Grandview University, Iowa
Maleek Hopper – football – Northwest University of Missouri 

Signings

Daniel Albrecht – wrestling – Briar Cliff University, Iowa

Timothy Brech – football – Missouri Western State University

Desmond Dawkings – football – University of Central 
Missouri

Aarron Emperato – football – Grandview University, Iowa

Maleek Hopper – football – Northwest University of Missouri 



Waynesville High School juniors and seniors in Stephanie Peace and Justine 
Swan’s classes practiced life and social skills at The Ark on Wednesday, Feb. 6. 
Along with the students, volunteers and alumni gathered to make pizzas, enjoy 
Valentine’s Day activities and help build a social bridge to connect the students 
and alumni. Photos by Allie Hillman

Waynesville Middle School 
inducted exactly 100 students 
in the National Junior Honor 
Society on Thursday, Feb. 7, 
2019. There were 69 seventh 
graders and 31 eighth graders 
inducted. 

A perfect 100

Gladston Phinn, a paraprofessional at East Elementary, 
has been named the Classified Employee of the Month. He 
was surprised on Friday, Feb. 8, when Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of personnel services, presented him with a 
certificate in the front of Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
Treasurer Dan Deering, Principal Renee Hays, and Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent. 

One of his nominators stated, “I believe this classified 
employee should be the classified employee of the month 
because this employee is always positive and shows true 
passion for helping our students. He treats the students like they 
are his own children. He always makes sure students are doing 
well and are taken care of. He provides passion, respect and 
responsibility for his own actions. He welcomes all students 
with open arms.  

Phinn named Classified 
Employee of the Month


